
 

The 20th Poison Rally will certainly be one which will be remembered for quite some 

time. Although it looked like the crowd could not be bothered by the weather, it 

surely was as huge challenge from an organizer’s perspective. 

Let’s start at the beginning………We had the normal crowd starting the party on the 

Thursday in front of the gates already from 17:30. 

A pipe broke next to one of the main ablutions and we had to disconnect the water supply until 23:30 while the TLB was 

digging and fixing the pipe. Not good news on the night before the rally starts! 

Friday morning started with a bang and as usual, I personally took down meters and meters of danger tape from inside 

the resort. Everyone has a fair chance to pick their favorite tree or camping spot for the weekend, once the gates open 

at 07:00. The weather was good to us and all the weather reports stated overcast and cold, but no rain - Ya right! 

The Custom Rider Girls in the office, tried their best to assist all 6 716 people attending this 

year’s rally.  

Another spanner in the works: The badges and buckles. We received 55 buckles and 1 000 

badges less than what we have ordered, which meant, we ran out of badges on the Friday 

already. You can just imagine the frustration knowing we should have only been 17 badges 

short on our totals, and now we ended up being a 1 017 short, not to mention the 55 pissed 

off pre-paid entries, who never received their buckles! 

Despite these problems, the rally started 

of with a bang and the site filled up 

quickly. In true Poison fashion, the 

entertainment started early on the 

Friday afternoon, with two bands that 

played at a couple of Poisons already, 

called Tryst and Back Bone.  

Svend from Pendeo also started 

warming up his human suspension show, 

at the outside swimming pool. 



Just before night fall, another pipe burst at the same ablution block as on the Thursday, which forced us to close off the 

ablution block totally while another TLB had to come in, dig up the whole area and tried to fix the pipe in record time. 

The resort manager tried his best to get it done in the fastest possible time but it still took a few hours and ended up 

opening the ablution block only late at night. This is not the kind of news you want to hear just after the office told you: 

“We just ran out of badges”! 

At 18:00 we started with the Bike Tune competition which was 

won by a youngster all the way from Kimberley. 

Next up was the big voice behind the beard: Jo Black and his 

band. The arena was packed and enjoyed his life stories in 

between his songs. Between Jo’s two slots came Anton 

Myburg, who recorded his latest music video at the Poison 

Rally with people doing crowd dives and just going crazy.  

 The craziness did not stop there. We were introduced to Tiny, who flown in all the way from Dubai for the Poison Rally 

and just when we thought we could carry on with the program, we had a lover proposing to his girlfriend. 



The dancers, were stunning and performed an awesome 

show with different costumes for each song. Then the 

heavens opened and a storm with strong winds had stall 

holders hanging onto their gazebos for dear life!  

Morgan the Beat boxer had a turn on stage and the crowd 

loved him. The rest of the evening Tryst and Backbone made 

turns playing good old biker music. 

Saturday morning was the coldest weather we ever 

experienced at any Poison rally. Juan from West Rand Bikers 

Church led a church service with a “Poison” theme. 

At 10:00 it was time for the long awaited Busa vs. ZX 

challenge. I think even the owners of these great machines 

were impressed to see how many bikes from the same 

brand actually came and parked their bikes in the 

designated parking area. The official count at 10:30 was 154 

x Busas and 74 x ZX14s. This is a new Africa record and they 

are thinking of setting up a world record next year. 

 



For the first time in Poison history, we arranged a mass ride 

and not any mass ride, a ride against Farm Murders. This 

event was greatly supported and the guys from The Crew 

helped as road marshals. 

As soon as the Mass Ride returned, it was time for a few 

stunters to play in the parking area. This year we were well 

entertained by AJ, Deon Dreyer and Kaalvoet Thysie. The 

weather placed a limit on the variety of stunts but 

nevertheless, the guys had some good fun on their 

powerful machines. 

It was almost time for the afternoon shows at the arena, 

and we started off with a motivational speaker which was 

followed by some dancers and the lady with the beautiful 

voice, Jani. 

Poison’s Got Talent is a big competition and people really 

go out of their way preparing for this. Unfortunately the 

show was interrupted by rain coming down in buckets. 

With the stage being under cover, it’s normally not a 

problem but this time, the rain got pushed underneath by a 

strong wind similar to Friday night. We even had to cut the 

power for safety reasons as the water was just too much. 

Another first for the Poison - not having any music for 

almost 45 minutes 

The fact that there was not much happening at the stage, 

was the perfect time for the guys from Pendeo to setup their human suspension rig. While the rain was pouring down, 

these guys were hanging and swinging from piercings made to 2 x places on their backs - quite scary if you think this 

supports the full body weight! 

The storm finally moved on and the show carried 

on. Andre, the Hilarious Hypnotist, done his magic 

on some of the willing participants.  

Sorina, or rather The Flooze from Witbank, pulled in 

and had the crowd in stitches with her witty mouth 

and funny songs. The Flooze is like red wine, just 

getting better and better over time. 

I am a huge Parlotones fan, and was so excited 

when Kahn finally confirmed the Poison booking. 

Although the weather was pathetic, he still gave an 

awesome performance with his band and the die-

hard fans remained singing along every song even 

while the rain was pouring down. What a gentlemen 

and show it was?! 



As much as we planned to have that special 20th prize 

giving, with someone doing a big 20 burnout while the 

cake was shared between the 6 x true 20 year members, it 

turned into a rushed event to get it done before the storm 

came done. Biggest club was done in sections to avoid 

getting wet all the way to your socks! 

20 Year Attendance 

 

Biggest represented bike brand: Suzuki Hayabusa 

Custom Class:  Gold/Copper Suzuki Busa 

Special Custom Class: Orange Z1R Turbo 

Cruiser Class:  King Billy Harley  

Rat Class:  Chain wrapped chopper 

Streetfighter Class: Moto Guzzi Red/Black 

Standard Class:  1981 Honda Goldwing  

Open Class:   Red/Grey BMW GS1200  

Trike Class:  Brown Trike - Barend 

Chopper Class:  Black/White Road Rage  

Overall:   Moto Guzzi Red/Black 

Poison’s Got Talent 1st:  Jakes - Dynasty 

   2nd: Morne - Nemesis 



Biggest Club: 1st Immortal Guardians 

  2nd The Wild Bunch 

All in all, we had another awesome rally. Some might 

say a rally is judged by the amount of people attending. 

We say it is all about the bond that gets build between 

people attending. Yes, we were blessed with yet 

another year without anyone passing away on the 

roads to and from the rally. Yes, we did take a lot of 

flack about the ablution block which did not function 

100% throughout the weekend and we know about the 

cold shower you had to take. We have always pride our 

self on having one of the cleanest rallies in the country 

and will surely do it again in future. 

 

“R900 for 3 x people is just too much” thread on Facebook caught our eye and we would 

like to place an official comment with regard to it. Firstly, the totals given are for each and 

every armband which was handed out at the rally and 1 400 of these did not pay the R300 

and either worked behind a bar, stall or in the road which boils down to only 5 316 paid 

up rally goers. Since we have been at Kroonstad, we only had an average of 3.3% increase 

over the 6 years. Yes, it is profitable to organize the Poison Rally, but it does not allow us 

to buy new bikes, club houses or overseas holidays, and if it did, I’m sure there would 

have been a lot more rallies happening! The cost to organise such an event is way more 

than anyone might anticipate and if you disagree, I dare you to start your own! 

We love making a difference in someone’s life, and we try our damest to organise a rally in such a way that we would 

have enjoyed if we were there. If you thought the 20th Poison was a big one, imagine our 21st!!! Venue to be confirmed 

but it will be on 7-9 December 2018. 

Thanks again for the support. Please have a wonderful and Blessed Christmas and be safe on the roads during this 

festive season - CUSTOM RIDERS SA 


